
An art heist
shocked Wismar in November 1995. After German reunifi-
cation, the rooms on the first floor of today‘s World Heritage 
House were not in use. Unknown persons broke into the 
house and cut the wallpaper mural out of its frame. After a 
few days, the thieves revealed the location of the stolen 
goods. Extensive restoration by Jens Zimmermann in 
Heiligengrabe, generously funded by the Ostdeutsche 
Sparkassenstiftung and the Sparkasse Mecklenburg-
Nordwest, returned life and radiance to the wallpaper. The 
colourful distemper shines once again and every fold of 
cloth appears three dimensional. 
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Multimedia stations
Listen to the English-language recording of  ‘From the Diary of the
Wallpaper‘ in the Wallpaper Salon. A film about the restoration of
the wallpaper in English can be viewed in the Lembke Room.

Opening hours
Exhibition open daily
09:00 to 17:00 from May to October
10:00 to 16:00 from November to April
Languages spoken: German and English

Contact
Office for Sustainable Urban Development, 
Project Management and World Heritage
Lübsche Straße 23
D-23966 Wismar | Germany
Telephone: +49 (0) 3841/ 22 43 120
Email: welterbe@wismar.de
Internet: www.wismar.de | www.stralsund-wismar.de

The Wallpaper Salon
in the World Heritage House Wismar

Wismar’s World Heritage House and Tourist Information at Lübsche Straße 23
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Panoramic wallpaper in the
World Heritage House Wismar

Telemachus
on the Island
of Calypso

Centrepiece of the World Heritage House
is the salon decorated with the French panoramic wallpaper 
Paysage de Télémaque dans l‘ile de Calypso. The artwork was 
produced by the renowned Parisian wallpaper manufacturer 
Dufour et Leroy, specialised in upscale pictorial wallpapers at 
the beginning of the 19th century. At the time, the Telemachus 
wallpaper was an exclusive and innovative international 
best-seller. 
To this day, the scenic mural is considered to be an outstanding 
work by art historians. To make paper strips of sufficient length, 
individual sheets were pasted together. After applying a coloured 
primer, the vibrant motifs were administered by hand using over 
2000 wooden printing blocks. Worldwide, only a small number of 
Telemachus wallpapers have been preserved. Besides the complete 
and restored mural in Wismar, an excellent example is found in the 
villa of the seventh American president, Andrew Jackson, near 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA.

Councilman and later mayor Gabriel Lembke
had the lavish wallpaper installed in the salon on the first floor of 
his house at Lübsche Straße 23 by the local upholsterer Folkerts in 
1828. The wide panorama mural was divided into five scenes with 
velour paper borders. The gaps between panels and the regions 
above the doors (supraports) were filled with matching motifs. The 
wallpaper was mounted on fabric and then attached to the walls.



The mural
was inspired by the didactic novel Les Aventures de Telemaque 
(The Adventures of Telemachus) published in 1699 by Francois de 
Fenelon, former tutor of the Duke of Burgundy, grandson of 
Louis XIV. The plot tells of a young man becoming aware of his
position and responsibilities. 
Drawing upon Homer‘s Odyssey, the narrative recounts the 
educational travels of the prince Telemachus as he searches for 
his father, Odysseus. Although not originally intended for 
publication, the novel quickly became a bestseller. The first 
German edition appeared in 1700. It is thought that the French 
wallpaper designer Xavier Mader created the scenic mural 
depicting scenes from the book more than a hundred years 
later, between 1815 and 1820.

The storyline

 1 An exotic island paradise with flowering meadows and groves of 
trees sets the scene. Grapes, figs, olives and pomegranates flourish, 
while young nymphs dance and pay homage to nature deities.

2 While searching for Odysseus, Telemachus (prince of Ithaca and 
Odysseus’ son) and Mentor (later revealed to be Minerva, the goddess 
of wisdom) are shipwrecked and forced to seek refuge on an island 
ruled by the nymph Calypso.

 3 As Telemachus recounts his adventures, Calypso is reminded of 
Odysseus and falls in love with the young man who so resembles his 
father. Several years earlier, Calypso had imprisoned Odysseus on her 
island and attempted to woo him with the promise of immortality.

 4  At Calypso‘s request, Venus rides down from Mount Olympus on
her cloud chariot. Her son Eros is along to ignite Telemachus’ love for
Calypso with an arrow to the heart.

5 A hunting expedition takes place in honour of the guests. Cupid‘s 
arrow strikes the young nymph Eucharis, whereupon Telemachus falls 
in love with Eucharis.

Calypso feels slighted and becomes jealous. In her rage, Calypso 
urges Mentor to build a boat and leave the island together with 
Telemachus. Mentor, also displeased with the young love, urges 
Telemachus to leave Eucharis, act responsibly, and resume his true 
mission in life – the search for his father, Odysseus.

 6 Standing on a shoreside cliff, Mentor intends to show 
Telemachus that their boat is ready for departure. To his dismay, 
the boat is engulfed in flames. Earlier, Cupid had instigated the 
nymphs to set the fire and prevent the two men from leaving. 
Mentor realises that dramatic action is needed to convince 
Telemachus to leave the island. Mentor pushes his pupil into the 
water, jumps off the cliff after him, and they both swim to a ship 
anchored beyond the treacherous reef. This lesson in love 
strengthens Telemachus’ character and prepares him to become 
a good regent.
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